[Alpha fetoprotein levels in the serum and bronchoalveolar lavage fluid in patients with lung cancer and other diseases of the respiratory system].
Concentration of alpha-fetoprotein (AFP) may be increased in some type of lung cancer. In the study concentration of AFP was evaluated in serum and broncho-alveolar lavage fluid (BALF) in patients with lung cancer. The values of concentration were compared with results obtained from patients with other diseases of the respiratory tract. Examinations were performed in 14 patients with lung cancer, 12 with sarcoidosis, 23 with chronic obstructive bronchitis and 16 with acute bronchitis. Liver pathology was excluded according to biochemical analytical tests. In all patients bronchofibroscopy was performed and BALF was obtained in routine way. Concentration of AFP in serum and BALF was determined by immuno-assay technique. In performed examinations non significant increase of AFP concentration was determined in serum and BALF of patients with lung cancer. However, obtained values were increased twice than in patients with acute bronchitis. Moreover, it was noticed that in patients with chronic obstructive bronchitis the AFP concentration was the highest, especially in the group treated by steroids. The study indicates that evaluation of AFP concentration is out of value in diagnosis and differentiation of lung cancer. It seems to be necessary to continue the examinations for explanation a role of steroids in inflammatory process and increase of AFP concentration.